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COMMONS OF IRELAND 
IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 
THE PETITION 


OF THE 


ACTING GOVERNORS 


OF THE 


AOUSE OF INDUSTRY, 


.HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


Trxar the Houſe of Induſtry in Dublin has 
been productive of great and manifeſt advan- 
tages to the kingdom at large, and to this city 
in particular, by providing for thoſe who would 
have otherwiſe periſhed by want, and diminiſh- 
Ing the number of public beggars. 


TXrar it is ſupplementary to every other cha- 
ritable inſtitution, by receiving perſons of every 
deſcription, without any other recommendation 
than apparent diſtreſs. 


| Tyar the average number in the Houſe from 
the 25th December, 1790, to the 25th of De- 
th cember, 


6 
cember, 1797, was 1718— The expenditure 
was 13,5621. 28. 4d. 


Traz in purſuance of an Act of the laſt ſef- 
fion of Parliament, your Petitioners were eleCt- 
ed on the 9th of June, 1797, by the Corpora- 
tion inſtituted for the relief of the poor, &c. 
in the county of the city of Dublin, acting Go- 
vernors of the Houſe of Induſtry., | 


THar at the time of ſaid election the Corpo- 
ration were indebted to ſeveral creditors the 
ſum of 4301t. 7s. 


Tur Petitioners have paid of the ſaid debts 


to the amount of 38941. 88. 4h. 


That the average number in the Houſe from 
the 25th of December, 1796, to the igth of 
June, 19197, was 1770— That the expenditure 
in that time was 88641. 8s. Iod. in which ſum 
is included a payment of debts, incurred in the 
preceding year, amounting to 26061. 12s. and 
alſo a ſum expended in building, amounting to 
29]. 98. 5d. which two ſums being deducted 
from the firſt mentioned ſum leaves for the 
expence of maintenance and other charges, the 


fum of 62281. 7s. 5d. which is at the rate of 


Al. 18. 1h. per head per annum. 


Trar the avarage number in the Houſe from 
the 19th of June, 1797, to the 25th of Decem- 
ber 


. 
ber 1797, was 1664 — That the expenditure in 
that time was 3375 l. 18s. 8dh. in which ſum 1s 
included 1oogl. expended in building, which 
ſum being deducted from the firſt mentioned 
ſum, leaves for the expence of maintenance 
and other charges, the ſum of 4.3661. 18s. 8dh. 


which 1s at the rate of 51. 4s. 11d. per head pes 
annum. 


Trar they have great ſatisfaction in ſtating, 
that even during the ſhort time they have had 
the direction of this Inſtitution—by firmneſs 
and unanimity—by a due diſtribution of re- 
wards and puniſhments—and by claſſing the 
poor, they have been able to introduce order 
and decency, and to render the Houſe an aſy- 
lum for the aged, infirm, and induſtrious ; and 
a Bridewell for the profligate, idle, and refrac- 
tory. 


Trar although the Dietary has been re- 
duced to that ſtandard by which the induſtrious 
can ſubſiſt in their own habitations, yet the la- 


bour has increaſed, and the mortality dimi- 
niſhed. 


THrar they have given greater premiums to 
the induſtrious, than any ſimilar Inſtitution ever 
_ ventured to grant, in conſequence of which, 
your Petitioners can now aſſert with confidence, 
that when the neceſſary buildings ſhall be com- 
pleted, the labour of the poor will largely 
| contribute 


January 16, 1798. 


(#3 
contribute to their maintenance and cloath- 
ing. | 

THAT in order to carry their plans of ceco- 


nomy and improvement into complete effect, 
and to eſtabliſh in this city a receptacle for 


every deſcription of poor, Petitioners humbly 


fubmit, that it will be neceſſary to build an in- 
firmary for, the ſick, and cells for lunatics, 
capable of containing about 250 patients, by 
which means they will be enabled to ſell, or 


- furrender the leaſe of the preſent Infirmary, which 


is in a ruinous ſtate, and ſo far detached from 
the Houſe, as to be not only inconvenient but 
burthenſome. 


PETITIONERS therefore humbly pray this 
Honourable Houle to grant ſuch ſum for 
the ſubſiſtence of the Inſtitution for the 
current year, and ſuch other ſum towards 

building an Infirmary, and cells for luna- 
tics, as to them in their judgment ſhall 
ſeem meet. 


Given under our Common Seal at Dublin, 


(Seal) 


AN 


* 
ACCOUNT OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 


ACTING GOVERNORS 


oF THE 


HOUSE OF INDUSTRY. 


A N Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
having entruſted the management of the Houſe - 
of Induſtry to ſeven perſons, elected for one 
year, from the Corporation inſtituted for the 
relief of the poor in the county of the city of 
Dublin; the Acting Governors, ſenſible of the 
confidence repoſed in them by the Legiſlature, 
beg leave to ſtate the meaſures they have pur- 
ſued, and the r upon which they pro- 
ceeded. | 


They feel it unneceſſary to enlarge upon the 
advantages ariſing to this kingdom from fuch 
an eſtabliſhment. They think it needleſs to 
repreſent that in a populous city, ſuch an in- 
ſtitution 


1 
1 
{ 


| 
| 
| 


„ 

ſtitution is eſſential to its police, or that by giv- 
ing ſpeedy and gratuitous relief to thoſe whoſe 
neceſſities require temporary and immediate re- 
dreſs, or whoſe age, and decrepitude muſt re- 
ceive permanent ſupport — That as a Work- 
houſe, or an Hoſpital, it is a neceſſary part of a 
general charitable ſyſtem“. 


Its principle holds out a general but inferior 
relief to all, it has therefore an open door to 
every deſcription of diſtreſs—it is not its object 
abſolutely to maintain the poor, who are capa- 
ble of labour, but to enable them to maintain 
themſelves; + it tends to increaſe the number 


of 


F © That the eſtabliſhment of Work-houſes will reyder working 
more profitable than begging ; that the educating of children in in- 
duſtrious habits will remove their propenſity to become beggars ; and 
that when men are once convinced that the poor may have work upon 
reaſonable terms, the laws both againſt beggars, and thoſe who relieve 
them, will be cheerful'y put into execution,” —Fide Six F. M. Even, 
Fol. I. Page 223. | 


17 Theſe beggars are certainly objects of diſtreſs; but the queſti- 
on is, are they proper objects of compaſſion, and ſhould they be fure 
to meet with indiſcriminate relief? without it they muſt periſn with 


it they propagate the race without it they would have no exiſtence 


with it they encreaſe and multiply the objects of diſtreſs. —Surely 
then charity ceaſes to deſerve that name, when it extends the bounds 
of human miſery. Were it poſſible to baniſh poverty and wretched- 
neſs by any other means, than by induſtry, and unremitted application, 
benevolence might ſaſely be permitted to ſtretch forth the hand, and 
without diſtinction to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, give drink 
to the thirſty, and furniſn habitations for the deſolate. But the mis- 
fortune is, that undiſtinguiſhing benevolence offers a premium to in- 
dolence, prodigality and vice. Theſe principles can never be too 

| deeply 


an 2 


ol the people by preſerving the lives of the in- 
fant, the ſick, and the aged to promote induſ- 
try by correcting the vagrant, the idle, and re- 
fractory, and to obtain for the public that portion 
of labour of which the infirm poor are ſtill ca- 
pable.“ 


But the merits of the inſtitution, and the 
manner in which it has been conducted, will be 
better underſtood by a ſhort recital of the pro- 
| ceedings of the Acting Governors fince their 
election, and will ſhew the ſtate of the poor, 
under the preſent regulation. | 


N From a body ſo numerous as the Corporation 
was, much could not be expected; but the Le- 
4 giſlature having corrected this evil, the Acting 
Governors hope (whilſt they endeavour to give 
a ſhort account of their proceedings, ) that it may 
not be imagined that they intend to caſt any aſ- 
perſion upon the conduct of men whoſe number 
alone prevented their uſefulneſs. 


deeply impreſſed upon the mind. Yet they are ſo little underſtood, 
that, not merely in Spain, but in more enlightened countries, they are 
overlooked, or violated, and no where more ſo, than with us.“ 
Vid: TowNsSEND's Journey, Vol. 3. Page 10. 


* « Unthinking pity has raſbly ſtopped that natural courſe of things 
by which want leads to labour, labour to comfort, the knowledge of 
comfort to induſtry, .and to all thoſe virtues by which the toiling 
multitude ſo incalculably add to the ſtrength and happineſs of a coun- 

try; and whillt it neglects that reſpeRable poverty which ſhrinks from 
public ſight, it encourages, by profuſe and indiſcriminate charity 1 
thoſe abominable arts which make beggary a better trade than a work - 
ſhop.” —/ide An Account of the Management of the Poor in Hamburgh. 


B The 


e 

The indiſcriminate aſſociation of the poor, 
muſt neceſſarily have been deſtructive of induſ- 
try, order, and decency; the firſt object there- 
fore of the Acting Governors was to form them 
into ſeparate claſſes, according to their ages, 
qualities, conduct, and abilities; by theſe means 
they were enabled to excite induſtry by emula- 
tion, to diſcriminate between the idle vagrant, 
and the induſtrious yet diſtreſſed manufacturer; 
to give to one his portion of reward, to the 
other (if neceſſary) his portion of puniſh- 
ment. 


To render this more effectual, each claſs was 
placed under the immediate ſuperintendance of 
one of the Governors, who pledged himſelf to 
pay daily attention to that claſs over which he 
was to preſide, and to report to the Board his 
obſervations on their ſituation. Thus an inti- 
mate knowledge was obtained of every perſon in 
the inſtitution, their wants were accurately 
known, and immediately redreſſed. 


Theſe regulations, though apparently eaſy, 
and certainly uſeful, were found from prejudice 
and habit, difficult in the execution; but by 
firmneſs and perſeverance, thoſe difficulties were 
' Jurmounted. 


It having been found that numbers were in- 
duced to enter the Houſe, with the certainty of 
| | receiving 


61 ) 
receiving gratuitous ſupport, ſuperior to what 
their labour elſewhere wonld have procured 
them ; the Dietary next underwent a ſtrict exa- 
mination, when it was diſcovered, that from the 
quality of the food, the mode of diſtribution, 
and the fraud, and peculation of the officers, 
the expence was enormous*—they therefore re- 
duced it to that ſtandard by which the induſtrious 
labourer can ſubſiſt in his own habitation, at the 
loweſt rate of wages; that they have given 
them at leaſt an equally wholeſome and a 
cheaper ſubſtitute, fand that the health of the 
poor has not ſuffered by the alteration will appear 
from the following ſtatement of the Dietary, and 
its expence, and of the mortality of the poor, 
for the fix months preceding, and ſubſequent to 
their election. 


* In a pamphlet written by Richard Dunning, and publiſhed in 
London, in the year 1699, he complains that profuſenefs of diet is 
one of the principal cauſes of the increaſe of the poor 's rate.” — ide 
Sir M. Even, Vol. page 219. 


+ © It was our determined principle to reduce this ſupport lower 
than what any induſtrious man or woman in fuch circumſtances could 
car: —for if the manner in which relief is given be not a fpur to in- 
duſtry, it becomes undoubtedly a premium to ſloth and profligacy.”— 
Vide An Account of the Management of the poor in Hamburgh, page 18. 


In this, and indeed in moſt of their arrangements, the Acting 
Governors have derived infinite advantage from a peruſal of the inge- 
nious Eſſays of Count Ruuiſerd.—Soup very ſimilar to that recom- 
mended by him, but chcap.r and more nutritive, is diſtributed to the 
Poor with (it is preſumed) this additional advantage, that the portion 
of bread formerly given in a dry fubſtance is now put into each nog- 
gin—this has totally deſtroyed the common practice of commuting it 
for whiſkey, &c, 

B 2 Statement 


1 


Statement of the Dietary, and its expence, and of 
the M * 


c 


Expence of the food of each pau- 
per from the 25th of Decem- 
ber, 1796, | to 24th of 2885 
1797 - - en 
Expence of Do. from the 205 of 
June, 179), to the 25th of 
December, %%% t 5 


Average number of the poor from the 
25th of December, 1796, to the 


24th of June, 1797 1770 3 
Mortality s - 5 554 | 
Average number of the poor from the 
.. 24th of June, 1797, to the 25th of _ 
December, 1797 ks, 1664 
*Mortality - - - . 


For the different Dietaries, vide, 8 


Though little had been revelyed, and indeed 
little was expected from the labour of perſons, 
the majority of whom were grown old in idle- 
neſs or ignorance, or from the young who were 


* The mortality in either of the above caſes is not to be conſidered 
as great in an inſtitution where many are admitted in the laſt ſtage of 
infirmity or diſeaſe, and many die before remedies can be adminiſtered. 


rather 


. 


rather learning than labouring; yet they ſelt it 


their duty to turn their attention to that difficult 
though neceſſary object. 


Experience having ſhewn them that giving 
cloaths indiſcriminately to the poor, relaxed 


their induſtry, (nakedneſs alone having been con- 
ſidered as a ſufficient claim) and that ſuch cloaths 
not being their own property, were neither 
valued nor preſerved, but generally commuted 
for ſpirituous liquors; the Acting Governors de- 
termined that the clothing of thoſe capable of la- 
bour, ſhould ariſe ſolely from their own exertions}; 


and, 


The earnings of the perſons confined here, (in Penitentiary Houſes) 
eonſtitute a ſecondary conſideration ; for ſurely. it is impoſſible to 
place any degree of profit in competition with the proſpect of meli- 


orating the minds of our fellow- creatures. - Vide HowaD, v. 2 
FN 22 2. 


* 


*I inſiſt upon theſe facts, becauſe they not only prove the wiſdom 
of a meaſure which makes the relief of the poor, dependent on their 
own induſtry, and obliges them to a kind of work, the produce of 
which, is the undoubted meaſure of the exertions they have employ- 
ed—but, becauſe they prove alſo the nece/ity of enforcing this meaſure ; 
daily enfeebled by the cunning and the obvious miſery of the poor 
operating on the ſenſibility of the Overſeers. Premiums held out to 
vice muſt of courſe encreaſe the number of the idle and the proffli- 
gate —and what muſt be the feelings of the honeſt induſtrious work- 
man, who, with the utmoſt exertion of his ſtrength, hardly earns the 
neceſlar'es of life, when next to his door ſloth fits in undeſerved eaſe, 
and reaps where it has not ſown It is literally true, that where 
no man can periſh for . many will be idle—and that the natural 


courſe 


„ 
and, as an encouragement, they give them up in 
fact, the entire produce, reſerving ſcarcely ſuffi- 
cient to repay the expence of machinery and ſu- 
perintendance—inſtead of one-fixth which they 
hitherto received, they allowed them two-thirds 
of their earnings. 


But, to enable them to diſpoſe of the profits 
of their labour to the beſt advantage, there is a 
ſhop in the Houſe, under the immediate inſpecti- 
on of the Governors, where every article of 
humble luxury, and innocent gratification, is ſold 
to the poor at the loweſt rate, to provide which 
abroad, was formerly a pretence for idleneſs and 
abſence.“ 


They have alſo eſtabliſhed a claſs of merit, 
lodged, and fed apart from the others ; into 
which thoſe only will be admitted, who fhall 
have been diitinguiſhed by ſuperior induſtry, 
moral conduct, and ſubmiſſion to the Rules of 
the Houle. 


conrſe of things in 99 caſes out of 100 would have forced the wretch 
td labour, and perhaps ſecured him comfort, if pity, like an un- 
Kilful phyBician, had not ſept in, and by a palliative remedy, prevented 
tne cure. Jide Account Y the management of the poor in Hamburgh, 
age, 45, 46. 


oF 
A ſhop ſomething of this nature was opened in the year 1794, in 


Mongewell in Oxfordfhire, for the benefit of the poor—of that, and 
three ſmall adjoining pariſhes—Yige * Firſt Report of the Society for 
better ing the condition and increaſing the comfort of the poor.” Page 17. 


f Theſe 


4 

Theſe bold, and hitherto unexampled experi- 
ments, have had the happieſt effect, by having 
excited to induſtry many who had hitherto con- 
cealed their talents and induced others to 
work, who had never been brought up to any 
trade—their labour has progreſſively increaſed ; 
and many feeling that they were capable, from 
the knowledge, and habits acquired in the 
Houſe, to ſupport themſelves elſewhere, have 
relieved the Inſtitution from the expence of 
their maintenance—and added to the general 
maſs of national induſtry.* 


| To the mode of diſtributing the different ar- 
ticles of proviſion from the Steward's ſtores to 


the ſeveral Officers, there had been hitherto no 
check—they therefore eſtabliſhed the follow- 


ing regulation :>—The head Porter every 
morning at an early hour, returns to the Secre- 


tary the number to be provided with food for 


s « The Biſhop of Niſmes, not contented with relieving from his 
purſe, the diſtreſſes of the poor, increaſed the produce of labour in 
his dioceſe, In the diſtribution of alms his benevolence was guided by 
diſcretion—he was a ſtranger to that deſtructive ſpecies of liberality 
which originates in blind ſenſibility, and has no other foundation but 
undiſtinguiſhing compaſſion—he conſulted at once, his head and 
Heart—neither turning away his eyes from beholding miſery, nor re- 
lieving it merely—and at all hazards, that he might avoid the painful 
ſight, but gave ſuch aſſiſtance in the ſeaſon of diſtreſs—as Loth reaſon 
and religion muſt approve, leaving the poor to feel preciſely that de- 
gree of want which will be always needful to ſtimulate their in- 
duſtry—thus he reſembled the prudent gardener who waters the 
drooping plant, and continues to water it—but only whilſt the 


Heavens withhold their rain.“ ide TowNsEND's Journey, vol. I. 


Hage 65. 
the 


6169) 


the day, the Secretary calculates the quantity 


neceſſary to be iſſued from the ſtores, and the 
teveral Officers acknowledge the receipt in paſs- 
books; which are compared by the Board, once 
a week with the Steward's itore-book, and the 
balance aſcertained. 


Formerly the different articles of proviſion 
were ſtored in a damp vault remote from the 
kitchen, and culinary operations were frequent- 
iy retarded from want of water. The ſtores are 
now placed under the ſame roof, immediately 


contiguous to the kitchen, and behind them a 


bake-houſe is propoſed to be erected“; the buſi- 


* The model of an oven ef a peculiar and moſt ingenious conſtruc- 
tion has been erected by Count Rumſord in one of the working halls 
of the Houſe of Induſtry. It is propoſed to build one ſimilar but on a 
larger ſcale in a room adjacent to the Steward's ſtores—To have there 
z mill for grinding corn, to be worked by the compelled, to give to 
the poor bread made of whole wheaten or of meſlin meal, and te 
carry on the entire proceſs of grinding, baking, &c. within the Houle, 


I made another experiment in the Houſe of Induſtry in Dublin, 
which I wiſhed time : have proſecuted farther. Finding that the ex- 
pence for wheaten bread for the Houſe was very great, amounting in 
the year 1795, to no leſs than 38411.—t ſaw that a very conſiderable 
faving might be made by furniſhing thoſe who were fed at the public 
expence with oaten cakes (a kind of bread to which they had always 
been uſed) inſtead of rendering them dainty and ſpoiling them by 
giving them the beſt wheaten bread that could be precured, as I 
found had hitherto been done. 


With a view to facilitate this important change in the mode of 
feeding the numerous objeas of charity and of correction, who were 
mut up together within the walls of that extenſive eſtabliſhment, I 


conſfructed what I would call a perpetual oven.—Fide Rumford's Eſſay 
6, Page 171. | | 
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„ 
neſs will then be conducted with ceconomy, 
caſe and diſpatch, as the boilers for dreſſing the 
food are ſupplied from reſervoirs which are capa- 
ble of containing 200 hogſheads of rain water, an 
object hitherto unattended to, | 


The old arrangement equally impeded the 
operations of the laundry, which was formerly 
ſupplied with water from the Liffey; at pre'cnt 
that article is collected in an ample ciſtern. from 
the adjacent buildings, 


The carriage and diſtribution of the food, 


| heretofore a part of the duty of the beadles, is 


now cheaply, and cheerfully performed by fe- 
males, and the beadles are excluſively employed 
in clearing the ſtreets of beggars, and in pre- 
ſerving order in the Houſe; and that they may 
be under the immediate inſpection of the Viſitor, 
they are lodged in a guard- room contiguous to 
the entrance. 


The building now nearly complete, which 
they have erected in the center of the court- 
yard, comprizes two halls, each 118 feet by 18, 
for feeding the adult poor; and a third for the 


Claſs of Merit, with galleries for the Viſitor to 
ſuperintend the poor at their meals, to inſpect 


the diſtribution of the food, and to ſee that 
order is preſerved. Theſe galleries will alſo 
th 95 C be 


( 18 ) 


be uſed by the Chaplains for the more decent 
performance of their clerical duties. 


At one end of this range there is af office for 
the. Maſter of the Works, purpoſedly placed op- 
poſite the entrance into the Houſe, that no article 
of manufacture may paſs without his particular 
notice. The mode of warming and ventilating this 
range of buildings combines utility with cecono- 
my; two fire places ſituated reſpectively in the of- 
fice of the Maſter of the Works and the Hall of 
Merit, with flues branching horizontally at the 
heighth of five feet from the floor to a chimney in 
the center, communicate a ſufficient and equable 
heat, and four of Count Rumford's ingenious 
louvers carry off the vitiated air, whilſt a ſuffici- 
ent ſupply of atmoſpheric air is obtained with- 
out danger by ſmall apertures in the lower part 
of the fide walls, covered with perforated 


boxes. 


As the work-ſhops for the accommodation of 
the labouring poor were totally inſufficient, they 
have built one capable of containing eight 
looms, and forty flax wheels, which, with the 
rooms lately occupied by the Maſter of the 
Works, and the proviſion ſtores now vacated, 
will hold above 200 adults at labour. 


Reflecting with pleaſure on the advantages 
reſulting from the judicious arrangement of 
| Count 


. 

Count Rumford in his eſtabliſhment in this 
Houſe of an Aſylum for induſtrious children, 
and the moral and political benefirs derived 
from the ſeparation of even part of them from 
vicious aſlociation, as well as from the cecono- 
mical mode of lodging, and feeding them, the 
Acting Governors were naturally ſolicitous to 
enlarge, and give the utmoſt efficacy to his bene- 
yolent intentions. 


; The original deſign extending but to 50 males, 
1 and 50 females, was but a partial good ; they 
propoſed making it more general, and ſhortly 
after their election contracted for the alteration 
of the South Eaſt wing of the Houſe, according 
to the model fitted up by the Count. Had the 
contract been executed in the ſtipulated time, : 
the entire of their plan with reſpect to this ob- 
ject would have been now in complete operation, | 
the male and female children would have been 
_ diſtin from each other, they would have been 
ſeparated from the reſt of the poor, and would 
þ have been employed in various branches of 
manufacture, according to their ſex, age, and 
Capacity. 


ne kitchen deſigned by the Count being too 
ſmall ior the accommodation of all the children, 
was neceſſarily enlarged ; the alteration having 
been made under the immediate inſpection of 


the Board, was completed in a few days, and 
| C 2 | with 
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with a view to ceconomy in fuel, double boilers 
were erected agreeably to the Count's lateſt im- 
provements. 


From this department they expect the 
happieſt conſequences. Convinced that {kill 
in any trade is a more ſubſtantial acqui- 
ſition with an apprentice than the ſmall fee 
which any charitable inſtitution can afford, they 
propoſe to engage proper perſons, many of whom 
are to be found in the Houſe, to inſtruct the chil- 
dren in Weaving, Toy-making, Shoe-making, 
&c. &c. and to direct that a third of their 


earnings, and the fee (heretofore injudiciouſly 


beſtowed upon ſtrangers, whoſe fole object was 
to obtain it,) ſhould be given as a premium to 
thoſe inſtructors. 


In this branch of the inſtitution they alſo pro- 
pole making ſuch experiments with reſpect to 
diet, fuel, and employment, as could not with 
prudence be attempted upon a larger ſcale in the 
other departments. 


It was alſo found neceſſary to reform the 
infirmary, where the diet was profuſe, the 
conſumption of wine enormous, and the medi— 
cines unneſſarily expenſive. They have ſuc- 
ceeded, and their efforts were ably ſeconded by 


the Medical Officers, whoſe prompt and ſteady 
co-operation 


(24+) 


£0-operation demand their beſt acknowledg- 
ments, and to whoſe ſkill, and daily attention, 
they in a great meaſure attribute the decreaſe of 


the mortality. 


Finding that an hourly, as well as a daily 
attendance, was abſolutely neceſſary to give 
effect to thoſe regulations, they appointed the 
Maſter of the Hoſpital to the office of inſpector, 
who without any additional falary has under- 
taken, in the abſence of the- Governors, to viſit 
at all hours every department of the Houſe, and 
to report his obſervations to the Viſitor and the 


Board. 


In a ſummary ſketch of this nature, it is not 
eaſy to ſtate what has been, or what may be 
effected. To thoſe who will reflect on the extent 
of this inſtitution, and the numerous objects it 
embraces, when it is conſidered that it contains 
every deſcription of human miſery, and of human 
depravity, and that the Conductors of this 
Charity in their proſecution of a national good, 
have to encounter perſonal peril, from violence, 
or contagion, it may well be conceived, that 
though much in a ſhort time has been done, 
much ſtill remains unfiniſhed— and whilſt with 
gratitude they acknowledge the able aſſiſtance 
conſtantly afforded to them, by one, whoſe en- 
lightened mind, and elevated rank, enabled him 


ſucceſsfully to direct his attention to the intereſts 
of 


( 

of the poor, they preſume to aſſert, that if they 
are allowed to carry their principles into effect, 
they will make the Houſe of Induſtry as perfect 
as the nature of ſo extended an inſtitution will 
admit, and in a great degree a 1504 for ſimilar 


mts, 
(Signed) 


James. HENTHORN, 
WILLIAM O'ConNnok, 


IL. H 


WoRTHINGTON, 


Francis L'EsTrR ANGE, 
James HoRNER, 
EDWARD HoUGHToON, 
THoMas GAMBLE, 
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| TO THE HONORABLE THE 
COMMONS OF IRELAND 
IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 
THE PETITION 
OF THE 


ACTING GOVERNORS 


OF THE 5 
HOUSE OF INDUSTRY. 
 HUMBLY SHEWETH, 


Trar by an Act of the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, your Peticioners were appointed Acting 
Governors of the Houſe of Induſtry, nate the 
firſt day of May; 1799- | 


Tuar the average 8 in the Houle; from 
the twenty- fifth day of December, 1797, to the 
twenty- fifth day of December, 1798, was one 
thouſand five hundred and eighty ſcuen. and the 
expenditure in that time was, 11,7261, 14s. 8d: 
in which ſum is included, -419l. 148. 8dh. | debts 
due by the Corporation inſtituted for the relief 
of the Poor, and 18721. 3s. 1odh. debts due 
by the Acting Governors for the year 17979—alſo 
the ſum of 18731. 108. gdh. expended in indif- 
penſably neceſſary buildings and machinery, and 
premiums for the labour of the poor, which ſums 


D being 


——— —ͤ— 
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 &# > * 


being deducted from the firſt- mentioned ſum, 


leaves for the expence of maintenance and other 
charges, the ſum of 75611. 58. 3dh. which is at 
the rate of 41. 15s 3df. per head, per annum. 


Trar the ſeveral regulations they have made 
to promote labour have been ſo ſucceſsful 
as not only to double the produce, but to enable 
many ( from the knowledge and habits of induſ- 
try acquired in the Houſe) to maintain themſelves 
abroad and ceaſe to be a burthen on the Inſti- 
tution. 5 


Tram notwithſtanding the encreaſed price of 
proviſions and ſeveral other neceſſary articles, 
Petitioners have neither exceeded their Eſtimate 


for the ſubſiſtence of the Inſtitution, nor abridg- 


ed the comforts of the Poor. 


Ta in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, they 
ſtated to this Honourable Houſe, that in order 
to carry their plans of economy and improve- 
ment into compleat effect, and to eſtabliſh in 
this city a gratuitous receptacle for every de- 
ſeription of Poor, it would be neceſſary to build 
an Infirmary for the ſick, and Cells for luna- 
tics, capable of containing about 250 pati- 
ents. ö 


THrar by an Eſtimate laid before your Peti- 
tioners, it appears that the expence of building 
ſuch an Infirmary would amount to the ſum of 


8oool. 
THAT 


_ 

Trar the preſent Infirmary is in ſo ruinous 
a condition as to threaten immediate danger to 
its inhabitants—that the Cells for lunatics 
are inſufficient for the accommodation of ſo 
very numerous and encreafing a claſs of poor 
and that if ſome immediate repairs be not made, 
the fick muſt be admitted into the dormitories 
of the healthy, and thus the dreadful conſe- 
quences of contagion be unavoidable, 


PETITIONERS therefore humbly pray 
this Honourable - Houſe to grant Nine 
Thouſand One Hundred and Ninety 
Pounds for the ſupport of the Inſtitution 
for the enſuing year, and One Thouſand 
Two Hundred Pounds towards the build- 
ing Cells, repairing the Infirmary, and 
purchaſing Machinery and Implements 
of labour according to the annexed Eſti- 
mate, or ſuch other ſums as to them may 
ſeem meet. 


Given under our Gunmen Seal at Dublin, 
E 31, 1799 
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AN 


ACCOUNT Or THE PROCEEDINGS 


vs THE | 
ACTING GOVERNORS 
OF TRE 
27s F 0 F INDUSTRY. 


"THE Ading 88 of che Houſe of In- 


duſtry having publiſhed in January laſt, a ſtate- 
ment of the meaſures which they purſued for 
the improvement of that Inſtitution, and conceiv- 
ing that an annual ſtatement of their further 
exertions to accompliſh this deſirable object, 
would be attended with advantage, beg leave to 
repreſent that the arrangements they have made 
to promote labour, ſobriety, and moral conduct, 
among the claſſes of poor committed to their 
care have not diſappointed their expectations. 


The induſtry of the poor in the Houſe has been 
more than doubled in conſequence of the regu- 
lation of laſt year—namely, augmenting the 
former allowance of 2d. in the ſhilling earned 


by them to 8d.,—and the payment of this quota 
| in 


* 


in coin appropriated to, and current only in the 
Honſe, which the venders of ſpirituous liquors 
in the nighbourhood refuſe to take, has ſecured 
habits of ſobriety. The wages of labour by 
this regulation are forced into the molt proper 
channel of expenditure, and arc, with few ex- 
ceptions, commuted for cleatbing, or extra pro- 
vi ſions in ſhops provided by the Board within -the 
walls of the Inſtitution. The adult poor on the 
eſtabliſhment who now procure their cloathing 
by labour only, are obviouſly better clad than 
heretofore, when they conceived their right to 
cloaths aroſe from nakedneſs. | 


The Halls for feeding the poor, which have 
been finiſhed within the laſt fix months, com- 
2 5 er the ends they are deſigned for. 


In the 950 of the preſent year ſome neceſ- 
fary buildings and otker local improvements 
have been made; rhe better to em ploy the poor 
and to ſecure a ſupply of water—and the 
grounds unoccupied by buildings have been 
e to fun » ET, for the Inſti- 
tution. | 


i 


Much attention has been given within the 
laſt twelve months to introduce ſuitable employ- 
ments for the Children—to this end a workſhop 
has been built for 12 ſtocking frames, in which 
a.number of females are u in Hoſiery 

= manufacture: which, though extremely well. 


3 "PP a4 capted 


C 0.3 
adapted to females, has not been hitherto attemp- 
ed by them 1n this country ; and the Board can- 
not omit this opportunity of ſtating their opinion, 
that the employing /emales in this manufacture, 
and in others of a like kind, wherein an expert 
hand is more requiſite than maſculine ſtrength, 
merits every poſſible encouragement from the 
Legiſlature and the public—more eſpecially 
when it is conſidered that the modern invention 
and uſe of machinery in ſeveral manufactures, 
ſuperſeding the neceſſity of manual labour, 
and the ufurpation by the male ſex of many 
departments of induſtry formerly occupied by 
females, have deprived of ſupport a very conſi- 
derable number of the latter claſs—many of 
whom abandon themſelves to profligacy, chiefly 
becauſe they are excluded from thoſe branches 
of induſtry for which they are peculiarly fitted. 
Theſe conſiderations have determined the Board 
to encreaſe the number of ſtocking frames to as 
large an amount, as they conveniently can do in 
the current year. | 


For the employment of the male children a 
large Hall has been furniſhed with Calico and 
Linen Looms which are conſtantly employed— 
Tayloring and Shocmaking have been intro- 
duced, and ſome progreſs has bee made in the 
manufacture of Toys. The children of both 
ſexes are apprenticed for ſeven years, to thoſe 
who ſuperintend their inſtruction, with reſerva- 
tion to the Board of the power of aſſigning over 

their 


6 


their vo IR at the end of a, two firſt 


years, to ſuch manufacturers as ſhall propoſe to 
take them for the remaining five years. Certi- 
ficates of the , character of the perſons ap- 
plying, and of their competency to maintain the 
children from the Miniſter or Church-wardens 
of the pariſh they reſide in, are in this caſe al- 
ways required by the Board. 


The perſons employed to inſtruct the chil- 
dren in trades, are at preſent at fixed falaries, 
but under an agreement that at the expiration 
of one year, they ſhall relinquiſh thoſe 
ſalaries, and in lieu thereof, accept a third 
of the produce of the children's labour—one 
third is intended to be applied to the cloathing 
and maintenance of the children, and the re- 

maining third will be expended in Premiums to 
encourage exertion. 


In thoſe meats for the education of chil- 
dren, the Board think proper to remark that 
ſome among the working people of Dublin, 
have endeavoured to counteract them, from an 
apprehenſion that their reſpective trades will 
be over-ſtocked with hands and the price of la- 
bour diminiſhed. 


Many of the children with permiffien of the 
Board have entered into the army. 


The children are examined by ſome of 
the Governors every Sunday in the princi- 


22 — 


ſuperior merit. 


(: 38. 5 


ples of the chriſtian religion, in ſpelling, read- 
ing, and arithmetic, and premiums are-given to 


. 


It may not be improper here to remark that 
the children in the Houſe of Induſtry, enjoy 


equal advantages of education with thofe in the 


parochial fchools of this city, together with 


maintenance and inſtruction in various branches of 


manufacture, which latter form no part of the 
plan adopted in many ofthe parochial inſtitutions, 
and that although maintenance and the prac- 
tical knowledge of manufaQures are in the 
Houſe of Induſtry ſuperadded to ſimilar educa- 
tion, the charge on the public is leſs by one 
half, than the expence in the parochial ſchools. 
A public ſaving which may be accounted for 
by the ſuperior economical advantages which 
an inſtitution on a large, polices © over an 
inſtitution on a {mall ſcale. 3 


The Hoſpitals of this 595 as appears by the 
ſtatement of an eminent pbyſician,* afford very 
inadequate aſſiſtance to its poor in thoſe inſtan- 
ces wherein they have moſt need of medical 
aid—viz. in contagious fevers and other acute 
diſeaſes, which extremely prevail among the poor 
of this metropolis, and which the wretched habi- 
rations and. filth of the diſtricts they reſide in 
are ſuppoſed to generate. In this reſpect the 
Hoſpital of the Houſe of Induſtry, may be con- 
fidered as an eſtabliſnment of much importance 
Poctor Percival, profeſſor of Chemiſtry in the Uni vorſi y of Dublin. 


6 


- as the caſes admitted into it are moſtly thoſe 
of fever, and as it is open not only to the 


paupers of the Houſe of Induſtry, but to the 
poor in general. From the 25th December, 
1797, to the 25th December, 1798 1, 659 pa- 
tients, . have been admitted into it; 1,443 of 
thoſe have been reſtored to health, and to their 
families—of 66 friendleſs lunatics, 47 have 
been cured—for ſo much health reſtored, much 
credit ſhould be given to the unremitting atten- 


tion of the Medical Officers, much to a minute 
obſervance of cleanlineſs. The walls of the 


ſick wards are waſhed every month with lime, 
and ſheets are allowed to the patient's beds, 
which were heretofore diſuſed from an appre- 
henſion of expence. | 


Additional cells for Lunatics, (an encreaſing 
claſs) are intended to be built early in Spring, 
and apartments for Ideots, with appropriated 
ground to walk in. A Houſe detached from all 
the other buildings, will be aſſigned exclufrve/y to 


fevers, and the preſent Infirmary will be con- 


fined to ſurgical and cronic caſes. According 
to the plan propoled, the buildings relative to 
the Medical department, will form a quadran- 
gle encloſing an Area of half an acre---an 
arrangement which will tend greatly to pro- 
mote the convaleſcence of the patients. 


Witha view to better the condition of the poor 
of this city in general, and to prevent the funds 
1 | of 
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of the Houſe of Induſtry from being incumber- 
ed, by unneceſſary claims, the Board have de- 
termined to open a public Kitchen or Soup ſhop, 
detached from the Houſe of Induſtry, forthe pur- 
poſe of ſupplying with Soup, Bread, and Beer, 
in rooms, appropriated to each claſs— the in- 
duſtrious mechanic and the impotent poor, the 
former on paying for thoſe articles at the loweſt 
rate, the latter on producing tickets from Sub- 
ſcribers to this eſtabliſhment. 


The induſtrious mechanic, poſſeſſing employ- 
ment, but unaided by fuch an accommodation, 
(it is conceived) pays for ſubſiſtence, when the 
dearneſs of fuel and the fmall quantity of food 
requiſite for his daily maintenance are confider- 
ed, at the higheſt rate—to him the eſtabliſh- 
ment muſt be beneficial, as it will enable him to 
command with the wages of labour a greater 
portion of food, than he otherwiſe could, with 
little waſte of time, and ar ſmall expence, and 
contribute to prevent him from finking into 
poverty, and becoming a burthen to the Houſe 
of Induſtry. | 


With refpe& to the unemployed or impotent 
poor, who are to be fed on producing tickets 
from Subſcribers to the public Kitchen—it is to 
be obſerved, that when charity ſhall be diſpenſed 
in Tickets, as here propoſed, and not in money, 
to ſtreet beggars, private bounty will be com- 


pelled to take that wholeſome direction intended 
1 by 


4 


by the benevolent, and when the application of 
it to the indulgence of vicious habits ſhall have 
been thus rendered difficult, the trade of ſtreet 
begging will be ſtript of its principal allure- 
ments. 


To induce the public to diſcountenance this 


nuiſance of ſtreet beggars, by every poſſible 


argument, the Board conſider their chief duty ; 
and are not a little ſurprized that no apprehenſi- 
on ſeems to be entertained by their fellow-citi- 


Zens, that the ſqualid and ragged beings whom 


they encourage to hang about their perſons, 


their houſes, and places of worihip, may com- 


municate to themſelves and families the ſeeds 
of the moſt infectious and fatal diſeaſes. 


In the proſecution of thoſe meaſures for the 
improvement of the Inſtitution, which the 
Acting Governors hope will merit approbati- 
on, the expenditure has not been ſuffered to 
extend beyond the aid granted in the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament, notwithſtanding that many arti- 
cles purchaſed for the Inſtitution, ſuch as Wool- 
len and Linen Cloth, Medicines, and provi- 
ſions, have been at a conſiderably higher rate 
than in former years. 


The Board conclude with ſtating that many 
difficulties which appeared at the outſet to be 
almoſt invincible, have been by perſeverance 
overcome, and that the experience they have 


had ſince their appointment, has ſuggeſted many 


valuable 
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valuable improvements, which time and nation- 
al ſupport only are requiſite to bring to matu- 
rity, inſomuch that they confidently hope the 
Houſe of Induſtry in Dublin, may be made in a 
few years, a model for other ſimilar Inſtituti- 
ons in Europe, and be completely diſengaged 
from all thoſe imperfections which have been 
too haſtily conſidered, as neceſſarily interwoven 
with the very nature of ſuch Inſtitutions. 


(Signed) 


James HENTHORN, 
WIILIAM O'CoNnNnos, 
H. T. WORTHINGTON, 
Francis L'EsSTRANGE, 
EpwarDd HOUGHTON, 
THOMAS GAMBLE, 
James HORN ER. 
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APPENDIX. 


Eftabliſhment of the Houſe of Induſtry, 
the Infirmary, and the Afylums for 


induſtrious Children. 


JOHN LA TOUCHE, Eſq. T&zasuRER. 


HOUSE DEPARTMENT. 


Secretary, Aſſiſtant Treaſurer, Account- 
ant, Pay Clerk and Providore, Thomas 


Byrne and his Aſſiſtant, 5 

Officers full Allowance, 

Rev. Henry e A. B. Proteſtant 
Chaplain, 

Rev. Patrick Powell, D. D. Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, - - . 


Inſpector, James Pearſon, 

Maſter of the Works, Benjamin O'Brien, 
(he has 20 per cent on all work done, 
he finding work for the poor, and riſk- 
ing all debts) - 

Officer's full Allowance, 6 a 

Allowed him for rent, - 


Steward, John Rooke, 4 4 
Officer's full Allowance, — 


Carried forward „ 


Per An. 
L. „ & 
| - > 2m 
23 0/..0 

23 0 0 

3 8 

3 8 0 

5 0 


Tot. p. An. 
. 
123 © © 
3 0-0 
35 0 © 
36 13 © 
7 8 
302 13 0 


— 
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Per An. Tot. þ. An. 
Amount of Officers ſalaries . „. 


forward, 13 855 [302 13 © 
Houſekeeper, Mary Clarke, - 50 @ © 
Officer's full Allowance, - - "TIT. © 
| 2 $* 7 0 o- 
Laundreſs, Martha Hunt, * 10 8 © | 
Officer's full Allowance, . 43 0 of ; 
— 33 8 O : 
Head Porter, Nicholas Ruttledge, - 20 0 c 
Officer s full Allowance, - - 23 © Cc 5 
; 143 © © 
Head Beadle, Thomas Graham, - 8 
Officer's full Allowance, y 1-29 9-6 
A full ſuit of Cloaths, - -- Aa 02 
5 — 6 2 
12 Beadles each 6s. 6d. per Week - [202 16 O 
A full ſuit of Cloaths for 15 at 3h — 34. 
per ſuit. | 20 9 6 
| - i223 5 6 
( : 8 
ö 
| 
| 
| 
li 2 
| J b 
| 1 


Per aweek. 
| Lo 1. 1 
Brought forward, 
Premiums to the Poor employell 
in menial Offices in the Houſe} - 
Department. 
22 Ward-women, at 6d. per| 
Week, each, - O0 11 © 
4 Deputies at 3d. - Oo 10 
z Blanket-menders, at 6d. 9 10 
2 Servants for Board-room and] - | 
Office, at 6d. - Jo 1 0 
1 Bread - cutter, 7 9 14 
1 Gate-keeper, - oO. 3'3- 
1 Carter, . 22 5 
1 Meſſenger, o 172 
2 Store-maids, &c, - 0 1 7+ 
2 Barbers, at 1s. 1d. - Jo 2.2 
1 Clerk to the Church, jo © 65 
r Clerk to the Chapel, Jo o 62 
2 Watchmen, at 1s. 1d. - e IA 
7 Labourers, at 28. - ſo 14 © 
4 Barrow-women, at 28. 2d. o 8 8 
3 Stair and Pha 
at 2 3 
4 Hall wamers and ſerapers at 
6d. - 10. 2 © | 
2 Noggin-gatherers, at 64, 8 1 0 
1 Kitchen-helper, - o 09 
1 Stokehole-men, is 6 Fx: 
6 Kitchen-maids; at gd. 0 +6 
3 Landry-maids, at gd. & 2&4 
6 4 8 ſervers, at 6d. - 9 78 
7 Perſons weekly, at - 3 21 11 
f 
Expence of Houſe Department 


n, 5 


F 2 


pr. An. 
fo 1. 4. 


186 19 8 


Tot. 2 = 


. 
729 12 I 


1 


Per aweek. 


Brought forward - 
INFIRMARY DEPARTMENT 


Maſter of the Infirmar 
Apothecary, James Pearſon, 
Officer's full Allowance, -. 


Matron, Iſabella Barrow - | 
Officer's full Allowance, <« 


Premiums to the Poor employed 
in menial Offices in the Infir- 
mary Department. 

1 Porter, - 4 


4 Deputies- at 57d. 
1 Meſſenger, - 


© 3.3 
8 Nurſes at,1o5d. per week, jo 7 © 
© 19 
5 


do. * 


— 


1 


Expence of Infirmary Depart- 


ment, 18 
ASVLUMs. 


Superintendant - - 
Officer's full Allowance, - 


1 School Maſter, 

1 School Miſtreſs, 

1 Mender of cloaths, 
3 Servant-maids at 9d, 


1 


The following perſons are 
employed in teaching the children 
«their reſpective trades, they have 
hitherto received the ſalaries an- 


and] * 


14 Perſons weekly, at lo 1 3 I 


0000 


£ + 1. # 


per An. 
J. 1. d. 


50 O 0 
23 0 030 


29 13 6 
23 8 


Tot. per An. 


. 
916 12 4 


159 13 10 


Carried forward - 


1076 6 - 


EE, ov A Fwy 


n 
n 
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Brought forward - - 


nexed to their names, but are 
engaged to commute them during 
the courſe of the preſent year, 
for a third of the children's 
earnings. | 


Alexander Chambers, Linen and 
Cotton Weaver, - 
Gabriel Smyth, Hoſier, - 


David Servant and Aſfliſtant,| 


 Toy-makers, A 
Philip Dolan, Taylor, 
Garrett Fitzgerald, Shoemaker 


Expence of Aſylums annually, 


Total amount of the Eftabliſh- 
ment, a a 


6. . 


O 
— — 
© \S 
8 


O — 
n 
292 


I. FSI 


" ak 


1. 
65 15 © 


Per week. per An. Tot. per An. 


„„ 
1076 6 2 


238 16 8 


1315 2 10 
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Reſolution of the Afting Governors of the 
Houſe of Induſtry. 


Agreed to on the 28th of Auguſt, 1797. 


THAT the Acrixe Governors of this 
Houſe, with the aſſiſtance of the Weekly Viſi- 
tor, do individually undertake the management 
of the claſſes of the poor in the wards annexed 
to their names, ſubject to the controul of the 
Board, and that they do pay particular attention 
to the claſſes reſpectively committed to their 


Care. 


JAMES HENTHORN, Eſq. 
The Infirmary, Lunaticks and Claſs of Merit, 


The Rev. Wu. O'CONNOR. 
The Male and Female Aſylums for inte 
| Children. 


I 


HEN. TALBOT WORTHINGTON, Eſq, 
Ward No. 4 Compelled and Ideots. 
Do. 7 Reduced Tradeſmen, 
Do. - 11 Lint Makers, 


FRANCIS LESTRANGE, Eſq 


Ward No. 5 The Nurſery. 
Do — 6 Infirm and aged F . 


Do. - g Compelled and Ideots, Males 
Do. 10 Infirm and aged Males. 
| G 2 


( 48 ) 


The Rev. JAMES HORNER. | 
Ward No. 2 Servants and their Deputies— 


Females. 


Do. - 3 Compelled and refractory Do. 
Do. - 4 Compelled and Ideots Do. 


2 


EDWARD HOUGHTON, Eſq. 
Ward No. 12 Quilters. 
Do. - 13 Workſhops, 
Do. 14 Lace-makers. 


The Rev. THOMAS GAMBLE. 


Ward No. 16 Cotton Workers. 
Do... - ' 17 Flax Spinners. 


Do. 18 Worſted Spinners. 


1 RY 23. 2 


tes 
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Rules and Orders of the Acting Governors 
of the Houſe of Induſtry. 


Agreed to on the 28th of Auguſt, 1798. 


Tux Poor of this House are required to 
obſerve : 
| -- | 
THAT they ſhall quietly ſubmit themſelves 
to the rules and orders eſtabliſhed for the go- 
vernment of this Houſe, and reſpectfully obey 


the officers, as ſuch conduct alone ſhall entitle 


them to protection from the Governors.—Re- 
fractory or diſorderly behaviour will be oppoſed 
by adequate puniſhment. 
: II. ES 

THar they ſhall be diligent in their reſpective 
employ ments, and one third part of their earn- 
ings ſhall be given to them in money on eve- 
ry Saturday as a reward, except in caſes of 
miſconduct. 


III. 
THrar they ſhall regularly attend Divine Ser- 
vice on Sundays according to their reſpective 


modes of worſhip; and during its celebration, 


they ſhall behave with reverence and decorum. 
Improper conduct ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed. 
; 1 


(58/3 
IV. 

Tn they ſhall go to Breakfaſt and dinner 
mn the Halls with regularity, when ſummoned 
by the bell. 
V. 

THar except when at work, they ſhall con- 
fine themſelves to their reſpective wards. 

| VI. 

THAT no male ſhall on any pretence appear 


min a female ward, or a female in a male ward. 


VII. 

Tur they ſhall not ſteal nor damage any 
cloathing or furniture. | 
VIII. 

Tur no ſpirituous liquors ſhall be brought 


into the Houſe. 
; 4+ Pp 


THAT the nurſes ſhall take particular care 
that the windows in their wards be opened, 
and the bedding turned before ſix o'clock in 
the morning in the Summer, and eight in the 
winter. 
XK. 

Tax one perſon only from each ward ſhall be 
granted leave of abſence in any one day, except 
on Saturday, when the maſter of the works is 
empowered to give that liberty to ſuch of the 
induſtrious poor as he ſhall think by their dili- 
gence, entitled to that indulgence. 

1 5 

Trar when permitted to go out, they do 


not ſtay longer than the time appointed. 5 
| XII. 


C3583 3 


XII. 

THAT the diſcharging the poor on this eſta- 
bliſhment ſhall be confined to Wedneſdays and 
Saturdays, except by leave from the viſitor, 
Secretary, Maſter of the Hoſpital, Stewart, or 
Houſekeeper ; and that viſitors ſhall be admit- 
ted to ſee their friends en ſaid days only, be- 
tween the hours of ten and one o'clock, and 
that on ringing the bell at one o'clock, all vi- 
ſitors do retire from the Houſe. 

| XIII. 

THrar all complaints ſhall be reſpectfully 
addreſſed either to the Governor who particu- 
larly ſuperintends the department where ſuch 
complaint originates, or to any of the Gover- 
nors or Officers of the Houſe. 


WHOE VER ſnall offend againſt the above 
Rules, ſhall be puniſhed either by confinement 
in the Stocks or in Bridewell, or by diminu- 
tion of diet, loſs of gratuity, or by ſuch corpo- 

ral puniſhment as may be determined and ad- 

judged by the Board of Acting Governors, ac- 

cording to the powers veſted in them Dy act of 
Parliament. 


6 


An Eſtimate of the Expence of ſupporting the Houſe 
of Induſtry for three Months, from the 25th of 
December, 1797, to the 251h of March, 1798. 


Debts due by the late Corporaaion, and yet un- 
paid - bo 

Debts due by the Acting Governors for ſubſiſting 
the Poor to the 25th of December, 1797 = 

Debts due by do. for building dining Halls, Work- 
ſhops, Stores, and the Aſylum for male Chil- 
dren, &c. &c. - - 


For furniſhing the ſaid new Buildings with tables, 
looms, machinery, beds, bedding, &c. &c. 
Support of the inſtitution from the 25th of De- 
cember, 1797, to the 25th of March, 1798, 
at the rate of five pounds per head per annum, 

on 1718, the average number for laſt year 


Eſtimate of the Expence of ſupport- 
ing the Houſe of Induſtry, for one 
year from the 25th of March, 
1798, to the 25th of March, 


1799- 


Support of the Inftitution at the rate of gl. per 
head per annum, taking the average number of 


the laſt year, viz. 1718 - = 
Conringencies, including pells and poundage, 
&c. &c. — - - 


Total expence for one year and three months 


£o Ts d. ? 3. d. 
406 18 7h 
678 5 2h 
720 O© © 

— 11805 3 10 

200 © © 

2147 10 © 

4152 13 10 
8590 © 0 
600 o © 

— 4 9190 © o 

3342 13 10 
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an 
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Support of the Inſtitution 
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An Eſtimate of the Expence of Supporting the Houſe 
of Induſtry, for one year, from the 2.5th of March, 
1799, to the 25th of March, 1800. 


at the rate of 51. perthead 
per annum, taking the 
average number of the 


year, 1797, 


Contingencies, including 
Pells and Poundage, &c. 
&c. - - 


Total Expence for Sup 
porting the Inſtitution for 
one year, - 


For building Cells and 


repairing the Infirmary, 


4 


4 * 


For purchaſing Machinery 
and implements of Labour, 


Total Expence, inclu- 
ding Building Cells 
repairing the Infir- 
mary, and purchaſing 
Machinery and Im- 


plements of Labour, 


1 60 


4. S. D. 

0 85990 © 0 
5 600 © 0 
: Io000 PE O 
0 


4 


9190 


8. D. 
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 


ACTING GOVERNORS, &c. 


DUBLIN, November 1797. 


The ACTING GOVERNORS of the 
Houſe of Induſtry requeſt the Public attention 
to the number of Beggars which infeſt the ſtreets, 
a nuiſance, which though decreaſing, is ſtill con- 
ſiderable and highly diſgraceful to the Police of 
this City. 


They are deſirous to ſtate the difficulties they 
experience in their endeavours to clear the ſtreets 
of vagrant and ſturdy Beggars. | 


To prevent an abuſe of the powers veſted in 
their Beadles, thoſe Officers are deſired not to 
take up any except thoſe whom they ſhall /ee 
begging, or ſuch as may be delivered over to 
them for that offence, by houſe-keepers of repu- 
tation. But the Beggars having the earlieſt notice 
(from ſtationed ſpies) of the approach of the- 
Officers, are enabled either by aſſuming a new 
character for the moment, by flight, or by con- 
cealment, to elude their vigilance, 

| The 


* 
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The Board might indeed expect that their 
fellow- citizens, whoſe ſhops and ware-houſes 
are incommoded by importunate and frequent- 
ly inſolent Beggars, and who are by far more capa- 
ble of diſcriminating the realy diſtreſſed from the 
impoſture than their Officers are, would be in- 
ſtrumental in detaining offenders; but they are 
concerned to ſtate, that the public, from miſta- 
ken lenity, decline this duty, and many are even 
ſolicitous to ſhelter Beggars from detection. 


It was with juſtice complained of by the G o- 
vernors, that when notorious Beggars are taken 
up and committed to the Houſe by its Officers, or 
even by the Magiſtrates, numerous applications 
are made for their enlargement by reſpectable 
houſe-keepers, no doubt, in conſequence of 
miſrepreſentation from thoſe who ſhare in the 
tax levied on the public. 


That the doors of the inſtitution are open 
without certificate or recommendation to the 
diſtreſſed of every deſcription, (Children not ex- 
cepted) and that all who have not been compell- 
ed, are diſcharged on expreſſing a wiſh to that 
effect, are facts that cannot be too often ſtated. 


Of 1644 perſons now in the Houſe, 1292 
have been admitted at their own deſire, any of 
whom would conſider expulſion as a ſevere pu- 
niibment—the inference is ſufficiently obvious. 


Proceedings, eic. _ 


The Board having duly conſidered this impor- 
tant ſubject, and thankful for the promiſed co- 
operation of their fellow-citizens, are therefore of 


opinion : 


That the Law under which they act, cannot 
be carried into effectual execution, unlefs alms to 
ſtreet Beggars be diſcontinued, eſpecially where 
ſuch Beggars are likely, from diſtortion or diſ- 
eaſe, to convey impreſſions of a difagreeable or 
dangerous tendency, and unleſs the Magiſtrates, 
Church Wardens, directors of the watch, and 
principal inhabitants of this City, ſhall afford 
their aid in apprehending and detecting vagrants 
and ſtationary Beggars. They alſo ſubmit the 
expediency of holding Veſtries to conſider of the 
moſt effectual means to ſuppreſs this evil, and 
the propriety of appointing parochial Officers 
to apprehend ſuch perſons, and commit them to 
the watch-houſes of their reſpective pariſhes. 
On notice of ſuch committal being ſent to the 
oate-porter of the Houſe of Induſtry, the pub- 
lic may be aſſured, that the Carriage and Offi- 
cers of the Board ſhall be ſent without delay 
to convey them to the Houſe—and to the 


moſt active Pariſhes the Board will feel it their 


duty to be more particularly attentive. 


By Order of the Board, 


T. BYRNE, Secretary. 
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HOUSE OF INDUSTRY. 


January 77, 1799. 


THE AcTinG GovERN ORS inform the in- 
habitants of Dublin, that the carriage for con- 
veying beggars to the Houſe of induſtry having 
been for ſome time uſeleſs, they have provided 
a new one, and are now ready to carry into ef- 
fect the law againſt vagrant and ſturdy beggars. 


They propoſe to commence by effeQually 
clearing the ſtreets of thoſe pariſhes whoſe 
watch-houſes ſhall be kept open, for the recep- 
tion of ſuch as ſhall be taken up by their offi- 
cers, from twelve till five o'clock every day, at 
which time their Carriage will attend, and convey 
them to the Houſe of Induſtry. 


As it is their anxious wiſh to carry into effec- 
tual execution the intentions of the Legiſlature, 
and to contribute as far as in them lies, towards 
eſtabliſhing the Police of the City, and as this 
can only be done with the aſſiſtanee of the Ma- 
giſtrates, Church-wardens, Directors of the 
Watch, and principal Inhabitants they beg 
leave to ſtate, that they will feel it peculiarly 
incumbent on them to execute the Law, in ſuch 


Pariſhes as may chuſe to co-operate with them 


in this arrangement. 


Extract 
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Extract from the Journals of the Acting Governors 
of the Houſe of Induſtry. 


| ResoLVvED, 
That a Circular Letter be written to the 
Church-Wardens of the different Pariſhes in this 
City, requeſting them or any other two Directors 
of the Watch, to meet the Acting Governors on 
Thurſday the 31ft inſtant, to conſult upon the 
belt mode of co-operating with them in their 
endeavours to clear the ſtreets of vagrant and 
offenſive Beggars, 

By Order, 

| THOS. BYRNE, Sec. 
Jan 17, 1799. 


n 
n. 


At a Meeting of the Acting Governors of the Houſe 
of Induſiry, on Thurſday the 3 1ſt of January, 
1799, to confer with a Deputation from the Direc- 
tors of the Watch of the different pariſhes in this 
city : 


The Pariſhes of St. George, St. Michael, St. 
Thomas, and St. Anne, having been repreſent- 
ed by a Church-Warden or Director, and 
having expreſſed their readineſs to co-operate 
with the Board in their endeavours to clear the 
Treets of their Pariſhes of vagrant and offenſive 
Beggars, by keeping their reſpective Watch- 
houſes open, and employing two Beadles to take 
| I up 
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up Beggars in their diſtrict, from whence they 
will be brought to the Houſe of Induſtry by the 
Officers of the Board. 


It was Reſolved, 

That the Thanks.of the Board be, add are 
Hereby given to thoſe Gentlemen, and the Board 
il will feel it their duty to be more particularly at- 
| tentive to clear Heir Pariſhes of vagrant, and 
offenſive Beggars. 5 


The Board of Acting Governors meets on 

Mondays and Thurſdays, at wo o'clock, and 

will thankfully receive any information from the 

| above Gentlemen, or other Church-Wardens, 

ö and Directors of the Watch, or the Inhabitants 

„ of this city, who may wiſh to co-operate with 
| them in leſſening the evil of public begging. 


— 


n L RITA 


try give notice, that they will on Monday next 
\j open a Public Kitchen, or Soup ſhop, in Brunl- 
| wick-ſtreet, for the purpoſe of diſtributing, 
j during this inclement ſeaſon, one Quart of 
[| Soup, and twelve ounces of Bread, gratis, to 
5 ſuch of the Poor of this city as may apply, 
and are not objects for the Houſe of Induſtry. 


| | The Acting Governors of the Houſe of Induſ- 
| 


The 


Proceedings, etc. 03 


The Kitchen will continue open from twelve 
to three o'clock every day, en the ſevere 
weather. 


The Board has digeſted a plan for a perma- 
nent eſtabliſhment which will be ſubmitted to 
the public in a few days. a 


By Order, &c. 
Feb. 2, 1799. | | 


— —_— 


PUBLIC KLTCHEEN: 

The Acting Governors of the Houſe of In- 
duſtry, anxious to aſſiſt the indigent but induſtri- 
ous Manufacturer, and to prevent every ne- 
ceſlity or pretence for public begging, ſubmit to 
their fellow-citizens, the following Plaa of an 
eſtabliſhment for effecting thoſe deſirable purpo- 
ſes; it has been forcibly impreſſed upon them, 
by the neceſſities of the poor at this inclement 
ſeaſon. 


There are, and notwithſtanding the utmoſt 
exertions of benevolence, there ever muſt be in 
this widely extended metropolis, numerous in- 
ſtances of ſecret poverty, and filent ſorrow, 
diſregarded, becauſe unknown, to whom admiſ- 
ſion to the Houſe of Induſtry might appear to 
be- diſgrac :eful, and (if alleviation can be other- 


wile provides; unneceſſary and improper.— 
1 It 
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Tt is ſtill more notorious, that the ſtreets are 

infeſted (though every exertion is made to pre- 

vent it) by many vagrant beggars, who extort 

by clamorous importunity, from the tender- 
hearted, but incautious paſſenger, large ſums 

of money, which are immediately devoted to 

drunkenneſs and profligacy. | 


Strongly impreſſed by theſe conſiderations, 
. they propoſe eſtabliſhing a Public Kitchen, or 
| Soup-ſhop, where an wholeſome and nutritive 
Soup, conſiſting of Beef, of Meal, Peas, and 
other vegetables, and a portion of Bread, ſhall 
be diſtributed to all who may apply. They are 
; enabled to offer this cheap accommodation with 
confidence, from ſeveral experiments which 
they have tried with ſucceſs. 


4 T hey a are blight. however, to keep this pro- 
| | poſed eſtabliſhment unconnected with the Houſe 
| of Induſtry, though under the ſuperintendence 
| and controul of themſelves and their officers; 
for as they cannot appropriate any part of the 
funds granted to them by Parliament, for the 
ſupport of that Houle, to any other pur poſe, 
they are compelled to ſolicit the public to ena- 
ble them to make, what they c. concelve to | De a 

a very uleful NES: | | 


They ae no merit to thenifelves; from the 
preſent propoſal; it has been executed with 
much advantage 1 in other countries; ; it has been 

3 e tried 
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tried with ſucceſs in the city of Cork, nnd has 
been recommended by ſome gf the firlt charac- 
ters in both kingdoms. 


It is propoſed to accommodate in ſeparate 
apartments, two claſſes; one of which will pur- 
chaſe their food with money, the other with 
tickets. In the firſt, the working Mechanic 
will be ſupplied with Soup and Bread, at firſt 
coſt:—In the other, the perſon producing a ſub- 
ſcriber's ticket, will be ferved with a Quart of 
Soup and eight ounces of Bread for cach ticket; 
and for this purpoſe Tickets will be iſſued at 
the rate of two-pence each, to thoſe who may 
wiſh to contribute to the wants of the poor, and 
prevent their beneficence from being made 
inſtrumental to vice, and inductive to idle- 
nes. 


Varicus as are the Charitable Foundations in 
this city, not one of them ſupplies that ſpecies 
of relief which 1t 1s intended this Eitabliſtiment 


ſhould afford. 
If a perion apparently d ſtreiJed applies for 


ſuſtenance, it will be given in that mode which 
cannot be miſapplied to the purpoſes of in- 
ebriation — for a ticket can only be received as 
of any value, at the Publie Kitchen. | | 


If the ſober and decent Mechante comes. 
ſorward, he can be accommodated without this 
badge of ſuſpicion : and ſhould he labour under 


dilcale, 


& 
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diſeaſe, or the temporary want of reſidence, or 
employment, the Houle of Induſtry is open to 
reccive him. 


All thoſe pleas, by which the clamorous, 
and importunate, abuſe the Feelings of the 
Charitable, will be done away, for were the 
necefſitons relieved, judiciouſly, REAL POVER- 
TY would be much diminiſhed. 


From this Statement, it is obvious, that the 
plan propoſed is calculated to aid the eſtabliſh- 
ment over which they preſide, and to render 
BOTH SUPPLEMENTARY TO EVERY 
OTHER CHARITABLE INSTIT UTION IN 
THIS CITY—for it is certain, that SOME 
FURTHER EXERTION IS STILL WANT- 
ING, TO GIVE EFFECTUAL RELIEF TO 
OUR NUMEROUS POOR. » 


In the hope of receiving that ſupport from 
the public to which this ſcheme appears enti- 
tled, the Acting Governors have. ventured to 
take. an Houſe at a low rent, in Brunſwick- 
ſtreet, where they propole to eſtabliſh their 
Fublic Kitchen, as ſoon as they are enabled. 


7 


By Order, 
THOMAS BYRNE, Sec. 
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The Governors having experienced the ad- 
vantages derived to the poor of this city from 
their eſtabliſhment of a Public Kitchen, are 
defirous to render the plan permanent. For 
this purpoſe 1t will be neceſlary to raiſe a Fund 
by Subſcription, to build two Halls and other 
Accommodations for the reception of the dif- 
ferent claſles they propoſe to feed. The fol- 
lowing Gentlemen having approved of their 
Propoſal, will, with the Governors receive 
Subſcriptions and account with the Public for 
the Expenditure of the Fund; every hint of 
Improvement will be received with thankful 
attention, and every exertion of the Board 
and its officers ſhall be uſed for carrry ing the 
ſcheme into the fulleſt effect. 


John Latouche, Ty Humphry Minchin. | 


Treaſurer. | Eſq. 

Edw. Cooke; Eſq. |] Thos. Blair, Eſq. 
Sheriff Darley Val. O'Connor, Eſq. 
Sheriff Hone Wm. Orr, Eſq. 
'The Dean of Saint | Arth. Stanley, Eſq. 

Patrick's 1 Rich. Allen, Eſq. 
Rev. Thos. Cradock | John Caſh, Eſq. - 
Rev. Dr. Moody I. A. Woodward „Eſq. 
Rev. Dr. M Dowell Samuel Roſborough, 
Rev. Dr. Troy | Eſq. 
Alderman Carleton Wm. Allen, Eſq. and 


Sir W. Worthington. Thos. Stewart. 


By Order, &c. 
Fib. 21, 1979. 


| NOTE II the laft forthnight 3000 perſons La ve been Halli. 24 with 
Food from the Public Kitshen, 


PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC KITCHEN; 


The Acting Governors of the Houſe of In- 
duſtry give Notice, that they have diſcontinued 
diltributing food GRATIS, as tickets are iſſued 
at two-pence each, entitling the bearer to re- 
ceive one quart of Beef Soup, and half a pound 
of Bread, at their public Kitchen, in Brunſwick- 
{treet, each day, from one to three o'clock. 


Tickets at two-pence each, may be had from 
any of the Acting Governors ; from their Se- 
cretary; from the Rev. Dr. Moody, Dominick- 
ſtreet; Samucl Roſborough, Eſq. Charles-ſtreet; 
and at the ſhops of Mr. Allen, Dame-ſtreet; and 


Mr. Stewart, Eing's Inn's-quay. 


Note—3682 perſons were ſupplied with food 
q in the courle of the laſt fortnight. Total num- 
| ber fed from the 4th February, the firſt day of 

pening, to the 28th of Feb. both inclufive, 
6431. 


By Order, 


THOS. BYRNE, Sec. 
Feb. 28, 1799. 


CENERAL WEEKLY REPORT of the HOUSE or INDUSTRY, 2nd. Frervary, I 799. 


Examined and Read, 


The PzrsIvenT, in Rotation. 
The Visiror, in Rotation. 


Thos. ByYRNE, Secretary. 
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